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           Watching and enjoying, instead of feeding, ducks and geese protects water quality in St. Clair County
PORT HURON, MI – “Clean up after your pet” is the forth of the “Seven Simple Steps to Clean Water” launched through St. Clair County by the Southeast Michigan Partners for Clean Water as part of the “Our Water. Our Future. Ours to Protect.” public education campaign aimed at improving water quality.

Did you know that pet and goose waste has bacteria that can make St. Clair County’s rivers and lakes unsafe for swimming, boating and fishing?  That happens when pet and goose waste left on sidewalks gets washed into storm drains or roadside ditches because those lead directly to our rivers and lakes.  And, St. Clair County is home to many dogs; about 26,000 dogs.

What can individuals do? St. Clair County pet owners and those that enjoy feeding geese and ducks can help keep area rivers and lakes clean by following these tips:

· Prompt and proper disposal.  Whether in your yard or on a walk, promptly dispose of your pet’s waste in the trash or down the toilet where it will be properly treated.  When pet waste is left behind, it washes into storm drains and ditches.  From there, it heads straight to local lakes and rivers taking harmful bacteria with it. 

· Watch instead of feeding.  Watch and enjoy the ducks and geese, but avoid feeding them.  Feeding ducks and geese may seem harmless, but, in fact, can be harmful to our water.  Feeding waterfowl causes them to become more dependent on humans which, in turn, creates unnaturally high populations and more animal waste.  This waste contains bacteria that pollutes our parks and lakes. 

· Spread the word.  Tell others how they can help protect our lakes and rivers.  Also, wok cooperatively with your local government to install signs, bag dispensers, and trash cans in convenient public places to remind visitors to clean up after their pets. 

The “Our Water. Our Future. Ours to Protect.” campaign focuses on Seven Simple Steps to Clean Water – things that St. Clair County residents can do to help improve water quality.  The Seven Simple Steps to Clean Water are:

1. Help keep pollution out of storm drains.

2. Fertilize sparingly and caringly.

3. Carefully store and dispose of household cleaners, chemicals and oil.

4. Clean up after your pet.

5. Practice good car care.

6. Choose earth friendly landscaping.

7. Save water.

“We know that most citizens want to do their part in protecting their environment,” says Sheri Faust, Environmental Educator for St. Clair County Health Department.  “The release of this latest Pet Care card highlights those individual actions that have a direct impact on the rivers, lakes, and streams we all enjoy.  The tips that are suggested include minor adjustments in habits that result in cost-free protection of our water resources.  With tight municipal budgets and cuts in state funding, it is even more important for all of us to get involved in protecting our water resources. We’re all apart of the solution.”

As this is an ongoing campaign, steps will be introduced individually throughout the year to inform citizens of what they can do to enhance water quality.  Local water quality surveys have shown a willingness on the part of the public to take action to protect water resources.  


Additional information, as well as all of the posters and tip cards, can be found on the “Our Water. Our Future. Ours to Protect.” website, accessible from SEMCOG’s home page at www.semcog.org. 
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