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. CHAPTER 51 - ZONING

ARTICLE I - SHORT TITLE

5.1. Short Title. This Chapter shall be known and may be
cited as the City of Memphis Zoning Ordinance.

ARTICLE II - DEFINITIONS

5.2. General Terms. For the purpose of this Chapter,
certain terms or words used herein shall be interpreted as follows:

The word "person” includes a firm, association, organization,
partnership, trust, company, or corporation as well as an
individual; the present tense includes the future tense, the singular
number includes the plural, and the plural number includes the
singular; the word "shall" is mandatory, and the word "may" is

. permissive; the words "used" or "occupied" include the words
“intended”, "designed", or "arranged to be used or occupied”; the
word "building” includes the word "structure”, and the word
"dwelling" includes the word "residence”, the word "lot" includes
the words "plot" or "parcel"”.

Terms not herein defined shall have the meaning customarily
assigned to them.

5.3.  Definitions (A-B).

(1) "Accessory Use of Building™: Is a use or building on the
same lot with, and of a nature customarily incident and
subordinate to those of the main use of building.

(2) "Alley": Any dedicated public way affording a secondary
means of access to abutting property, and not intended
for general traffic circulation.

(3) "Alterations" Is any change, addition, or modification in
. construction or type of occupancy, any changes in the
structural members of a building, such as wall or
partitions, columns, beams or girders, the consummated
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act of which may be referred to herein as "altered” or
"reconstructed”.

"Apartments”: The dwelling units in a multiple dwelling
as defined herein.

"Automobile Maintenance Facility": A use that provides
the basic vehicle maintenance services for passenger
vehicles, sport utility vehicles and light pick-up trucks.
Such activities shall include providing tires (but not
recapping), batteries, mufflers, undercoating, auto glass,
reupholstering, wheel balancing, shock absorbers, wheel
alignments, and minor motor tune-ups only such as oil
changes. Included is vehicle washing activities that are
incidental to the maintenance service but not so called
high speed automotive washing. The sale of gasoline and
other fuels, collision service and engine rebuilds is not
included in this use.

"Auto Repair Station": Is a place where, along with the

sale of engine fuels, the following services may be carried

out: general repair, engine rebuilding, rebuilding or
reconditioning of motor vehicles, collision service, such as .
body, frame or fender straightening and repair, overall

painting and undercoating of automobiles.

"Auto Service Station": Is a building or premises or
portions thereof arranged or designed to be used for the
retail sale of oil, gasoline or other fuel for the propulsion
or lubrication of motor vehicles and which may include
facilities for changing of tires, tube repairing, polishing,
greasing, washing, or servicing such motor vehicles; but
excluding so-called high speed automotive washing,
steam cleaning, body repairing, bumping or painting.

"Basement": Is that portion of a building which is partly or
wholly below grade but so located that the vertical
distance from the average grade to the floor is greater
than the vertical distance from the average grade to the
ceiling. A basement shall not be counted as a story.

"Bed and Breakfast": A use which is subordinate to the
principal use of a dwelling unit as a single-family .
dwelling unit in which transient guests are provided a

sleeping room and breakfast in return for payment.
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"Boarding, Rooming, or Lodging House™: A building
containing a single dwelling unit and guest rooms
providing lodging, with or without meals, for
compensation on a weekly, daily or monthly basis.

"Building": Is any structure, either temporary or
permanent, having a roof supported by columns or walls,
and intended for the shelter, or enclosure of persons,
animals, chattels or property of any kind. This shall
include tents, awnings or vehicles situated on private
property and used for such purposes.

"Building Height": Is the vertical distance measured from
the established grade to the highest point of the roof
surface for flat roofs; to the deck line of mansard roofs;
and to the average height between eaves and ridge for
gable, hip and gambrel roofs. Where a building is located
on sloping terrain, the height may be measured from the
average ground level of the grade at the building wall.

"Building Line": Is a line formed by the face of the
building, and for the purposes of this Chapter, a building
line is the same as a front setback line.

(Ord. No. 142, 55.3.)

Definitions (C - D).

"Canopy": A permanent unenclosed roof structure erected
for the purpose of sheltering motor vehicle fuel pumps
and dispenser islands from the weather.

"Carry-Out Restaurant”: Any establishment whose
principal business is the sale of foods, desserts, or
beverages to the customer in a ready-to-consume state,
and whose design or method of operation includes all of
the following characteristics:

(a) Foods, desserts, or beverages are usually served in
edible containers, or in paper, plastic, or other
disposable containers.

(b) The consumption of foods, desserts, or beverages
within the restaurant building or within a motor
vehicle parked upon the premises is prohibited.
Food is intended primarily to be consumed off the
premises.
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(c) Customers may order food from a walk-up window
or from inside the establishment. No drive-through
windows for vehicle customers are permitted.

"Club™: Is an organization of persons for special purposes
or for the promulgation of sports, arts, sciences, literature,
politics, or the like, but not operated for profit.

"Court™ Is an open, unoccupied space, other than a yard,
and bounded on at least two (2) sides by a building. A
court extending to the front yard or front lot line or to the
rear lot line is an Outer Court. Any other court is an Inner

Court.

"District™ Is a portion of the incorporated area of the City
within which certain regulations and requirements or
various combinations thereof apply under the provisions

of this Chapter.

"Drive-In": Is a business establishment so developed that
its retail or service character is dependent on providing a
driveway approach or parking spaces for motor vehicles
S0 as to serve patrons while in the motor vehicle,
regardless of whether self-service is involved, rather than

within a building or structure.

"Drive-in Restaurant": Any establishment whose principal

business is the sale of foods, desserts, or beverages to the
customer in a ready-to-consume state, and whose design,
method of operation, includes one (1) or both of the

following characteristics:

(@) Foods, desserts, or beverages are served directly to
the customer in a motor vehicle either by a carhop,
or by other means that eliminate the need for the
customer to exit the motor vehicle.

(b) Foods, desserts or beverages may be consumed
within a motor vehicle parked upon the premises, or
at tables on the premises but outside the restaurant

building.

"Dwelling Unit": Is a building, or portion thereof,
designated for occupancy by one (1) family for residential
purposes and having cooking facilities.
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"Dwelling, One-Family": Is a building designated
exclusively for and occupied exclusively by one (1)
family.

(10) "Dwelling, Two-Family": Is a building designed

exclusively for occupancy by two (2) families, living
independently of each other.

(11) "Dwelling, Multiple-Family": Is a building, or a portion
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thereof designed exclusively for occupancy by three (3) or
more families, living independently of each other.
(Ord. No. 142, S5.4.)

Definitions (E - F).

"Erected": Includes built, constructed, altered,
reconstructed, moved upon, or any physical operation on
the premises which are required for the construction.
Excavation, fill, drainage, and the like, shall be considered
a part of erection.

"Excavation™: Is any breaking of ground, except common
household gardening and ground care.

"Essential Services": In the erection, construction,
alteration or maintenance by public utilities or municipal
departments of underground, surface, or overhead gas,
electrical, steam, fuel or water transmission or
distribution systems, collection, drains, sewers, pipes,
cables, fire alarm and police call boxes, traffic signals,
hydrants and similar accessories in connection therewith,
but not including buildings which are necessary for the
furnishing of adequate service by such utilities or
municipal departments for the general health, safety, or
welfare.

"Family": Is one (1) or two (2) persons or parents, with
their direct lineal descendants and adopted children (and
including the domestic employees thereof) together with
not more than two (2) persons not so related, living
together in the whole part of a dwelling comprising a
single housekeeping unit. Every additional group of two
(2) or more persons living in such housekeeping unit shall
be considered a separate family for the purpose of this
Chapter.
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"Farm": All of the contiguous neighboring or associated
land operated as a single unit on which bona fide farming
is carried on directly by the owner-operator, manager or
tenant farmer, by his own labor or with the assistance of
members of his household or hired employees, provided,
however, that land to be considered a farm hereunder
shall include a continuous parcel of five (5) acres or more
in area; provided further, farms may be considered as
including establishments operated as bona fide
greenhouses, nurseries, orchards, chicken hatcheries,
poultry farms and apiaries, but establishments keeping or
operating fur-bearing animals, riding or boarding stables,
commercial dog kennels, stone quarries or gravel or sand
pits shall not be considered farm hereunder unless
combined with bona fide operations on the same
continuous tract of land of not less than twenty (20) acres.
No farms shall be operated as piggeries, or for the
disposal of garbage, sewage, rubbish, offal or rendering
plants, or for the slaughtering of animals except such
animals as have been raised on the premises or have been
maintained on the premises for at least a period of one (1)
year immediately prior thereto and for the use and
consumption by persons residing on the premises.

"Fast-Food Restaurant”: Any establishment whose
principal business is the sale of foods, desserts, or
beverages to the customer in a ready-to-consume state for
consumption within the restaurant building or for carry-
out with consumption off the premises (including service
through a drive-through window) and whose design or
principal method of operation includes both of the
following characteristics:

(a) TFoods, desserts, or beverages are usually served in
edible containers or in paper, plastic, or other
disposable containers.

(b) The consumption of foods, desserts, or beverages
within a motor vehicle parked upon the premises is
posted as being prohibited.

"Filling": Is the depositing or dumping of any matter onto
or into the ground, except common household gardening
and ground care.
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