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CHAPTER51- ZONING

ARTICLE I - SHORTTITLE

5.1. ShortTitle. ThisChaptershallbeknownandmaybe
cited as theCity of MemphisZoningOrdinance.

ARTICLE II- DEFINITIONS

5.2. GeneralTerms.For thepurposeof this Chapter,
certaintermsor wordsusedhereinshallbeinterpretedasfollows:

Theword ‘person’ includesafirm, association,organization,
partnership,trust,company,or corporationaswell asan
individual; the presenttenseincludesthefuture tense,thesingular
numberincludesthe plural,andtheplural numberincludesthe
singular;the word “shall” is mandatory,andthe word “may” is
permissive;thewords“used” or “occupied”include thewords
“intended”, “designed”,or “arrangedtobeusedor occupied”;the
word “building” includesthe word “structure”,andtheword
“dwelling” includestheword “residence”,theword “lot” includes
thewords “plot” or “parcel”.

Termsnothereindefinedshallhavethemeaningcustomarily
assignedto them.

5.3. Definitions (A - B)

.

(1) “AccessoryUseof Building”: Is auseor buildingon the
samelot with, andof anaturecustomarilyincidentand
subordinateto thoseof themain useof building.

(2) “Alley”: Any dedicatedpublic wayaffordingasecondary
meansof accessto abuttingproperty,andnot intended
for generaltraffic circulation.

(3) “Alterations”: Is anychange,addition,or modificationin
constructionor typeof occupancy,anychangesin the
structuralmembersof abuilding,suchaswall or
partitions,columns,beamsor girders,the consummated
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act of which may bereferredto hereinas“altered” or
“reconstructed”.

(4) “Apartments”: The dwelling unitsin amultiple dwelling
asdefinedherein. W

(5) “Automobile MaintenanceFacility”: A usethatprovides
thebasicvehiclemaintenanceservicesfor passenger
vehicles,sportutility vehiclesandlight pick-up trucks.
Suchactivities shallincludeprovidingtires(but not
recapping),batteries,mufflers,undercoating,autoglass,
reupholstering,wheelbalancing,shockabsorbers,wheel
alignments,andminormotortune-upsonly suchasoil
changes.Includedis vehiclewashingactivitiesthatare
incidentalto themaintenanceservicebutnot socalled
highspeedautomotivewashing.The saleof gasolineand
otherfuels,collision serviceandenginerebuildsisnot
includedin this use.

(6) “Auto RepairStation”:Is aplacewhere,alongwith the
saleof enginefuels,thefollowing servicesmaybecarried
out: generalrepair,enginerebuilding,rebuildingor
reconditioningof motorvehicles,collision service,suchas
body,frameor fenderstraighteningandrepair,overall
paintingandundercoatingof automobiles.

(7) “Auto ServiceStation”: Is abuilding or premisesor
portionsthereofarrangedor designedto beusedfor the
retailsaleof oil, gasolineor otherfuel for thepropulsion
or lubricationof motorvehiclesandwhich mayinclude
facilities for changingof tires, tuberepairing,polishing,
greasing,washing,or servicingsuchmotorvehicles;but
excludingso-calledhighspeedautomotivewashing,
steamcleaning,body repairing,bumpingor painting.

(8) “Basement”:Is thatportion of abuilding which is partly or
wholly belowgradebutsolocatedthat the vertical
distancefrom theaveragegradeto thefloor is greater
thantheverticaldistancefrom theaveragegradeto the
ceiling.A basementshallnot becountedasastory.

(9) “Bed andBreakfast”:A usewhich issubordinateto the
principaluseof a dwelling unit as asingle-family
dwellingunit in which transientguestsareprovideda
sleepingroomandbreakfastin returnfor payment.
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(10) “Boarding,Rooming,or LodgingHouse”:A building
containingasingledwelling unit andguestrooms
providinglodging, with or without meals,for
compensationonaweekly,daily or monthiybasis.

(11) “Building”: Is anystructure,eithertemporaryor
permanent,havinga roof supportedby columnsor walls,
and intendedfor theshelter,or enclosureof persons,
animals,chattelsor propertyof anykind. Thisshall
includetents,awningsor vehiclessituatedon private
propertyandusedfor suchpurposes.

(12) “Building Height”: Is theverticaldistancemeasuredfrom
theestablishedgradeto thehighestpoint of the roof
surfacefor flat roofs; to the deckline of mansardroofs;
andto the averageheightbetweeneavesandridge for
gable,hip andgambrelroofs. Whereabuilding is located
on slopingterrain,theheightmaybemeasuredfromthe
averagegroundlevelof thegradeat thebuilding wall.

(13) “Building Line”: Is a line formedby thefaceof the
building,andfor the purposesof this Chapter,abuilding
line is the sameas a front setbackline.0
(Ord.No. 142, S5.3.)

5.4. Definitions (C - D)

.

(1) “Canopy”: A permanentunenclosedroof structureerected
for thepurposeof shelteringmotorvehiclefuel pumps
anddispenserislandsfrom theweather.

(2) “Carry-OutRestaurant”:Any establishmentwhose
principalbusinessis thesaleof foods,desserts,or
beveragesto thecustomerin aready-to-consumestate,
andwhosedesignormethodof operationincludesall of
the following characteristics:

(a) Foods,desserts,orbeveragesareusuallyservedin
ediblecontainers,or in paper,plastic,or other
disposablecontainers.

(b) The consumptionof foods,desserts,orbeverages
within the restaurantbuilding or within amotor
vehicleparkeduponthe premisesis prohibited.
Foodisintendedprimarily to be consumedoff the
premises.
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(c) Customersmayorderfood from awalk-up window
or from insidethe establishment.No drive-through
windowsfor vehiclecustomersarepermitted.

(3) “Club”: Is an organizationof personsfor specialpurposes
or for the promulgationof sports,arts,sciences,literature,
politics,or the like, butnotoperatedfor profit.

(4) “Court”: Is anopen,unoccupiedspace,other thana yard,
andboundedon at leasttwo (2) sidesby abuilding. A
courtextendingto the frontyard or front lot line or to the
rearlot line isan OuterCourt. Any othercourt is an Inner
Court.

(5) “District”: Is aportionof theincorporatedareaof the City
within which certainregulationsandrequirementsor
variouscombinationsthereofapply undertheprovisions
of this Chapter.

(6) “Drive-In”: Is abusinessestablishmentsodevelopedthat
its retail or servicecharacteris dependenton providing a
drivewayapproachor parkingspacesfor motorvehicles
soas to servepatronswhile in themotorvehicle,
regardlessof whetherself-serviceis involved,ratherthan
within abuilding or structure.

(7) “Drive-in Restaurant”:Any establishmentwhoseprincipal
businessis thesaleof foods,desserts,or beveragesto the
customerin aready-to-consumestate,andwhosedesign,
methodof operation,includesone(1) or bothof the
following characteristics:

(a) Foods,desserts,or beveragesareserveddirectly to
the customerin amotorvehicleeitherby acarhop,
or by othermeansthateliminatetheneedfor the
customerto exit the motorvehicle.

(b) Foods,dessertsor beveragesmaybeconsumed
within amotor vehicleparkeduponthepremises,or
at tableson thepremisesbutoutsidetherestaurant
building.

(8) “Dwelling Unit”: Is abuilding, or portionthereof,
designatedfor occupancyby one(1) family for residential
purposesandhavingcooking facilities.
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(9) “Dwelling, One-Family”:Is abuildingdesignated
exclusivelyfor andoccupiedexclusivelyby one(1)
family.

(10) “Dwelling, Two-Family”: Is abuildingdesigned
exclusivelyfor occupancyby two (2) families,living
independentlyof eachother.

(11) “Dwelling, Multiple-Family”: Is abuilding,or aportion
thereofdesignedexclusivelyfor occupancyby three(3) or
morefamilies,living independentlyof eachother.
(Ord. No. 142, S5.4.)

5.5. Definitions (E - F)

.

(1) “Erected”: Includesbuilt, constructed,altered,
reconstructed,movedupon,or anyphysicaloperationon
thepremiseswhich arerequiredfor theconstruction.
Excavation,fill, drainage,andthelike, shallbeconsidered
apartof erection.

(2) “Excavation”:Is anybreakingof ground,exceptcommon
householdgardeningandgroundcare.

(3) “EssentialServices”:In theerection,construction,
alterationormaintenanceby public utilities or municipal
departmentsof underground,surface,or overheadgas,
electrical,steam,fuel or watertransmissionor
distributionsystems,collection,drains,sewers,pipes,
cables,fire alarmandpolice call boxes,traffic signals,
hydrantsandsimilaraccessoriesin connectiontherewith,
butnot includingbuildings which arenecessaryfor the
furnishingof adequateserviceby suchutilities or
municipaldepartmentsfor thegeneralhealth,safety,or
welfare.

(4) “Family”: Is one(1) or two (2) personsor parents,with
their directlineal descendantsandadoptedchildren(and
including the domesticemployeesthereof)togetherwith
not morethantwo (2) personsnotsorelated,living
togetherin thewholepartof adwelling comprisinga
singlehousekeepingunit. Everyadditionalgroupof two
(2) or morepersonsliving in suchhousekeepingunit shall
beconsideredaseparatefamily for thepurposeof this
Chapter.
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