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ST. CLAIR COUNTY’S FIRST GREEN ROOF LANDS IN PORT HURON!

CITY OF PORT HURON – Protect water quality, prevent flooding, and save energy costs by building green roofs? Sounds crazy but these roofs are increasingly being built throughout the country as municipalities and developers are being forced to reduce impervious areas – surfaces that don’t absorb storm water runoff during a storm, such as driveways and parking lots. High water levels, increased erosion and poor water quality during storms are some of the results of development in St. Clair County’s growing areas. The technology has become simpler, making installations, especially residential ones like the one coming to Port Huron, more common. Green Roofs, also called “living” or “vegetated” roofs not only filter and absorb storm water, but provide dramatic savings in heating, cooling and long term maintenance costs, and are aesthetically pleasing to look at.
On Wednesday, June 8, 2005, the St. Clair County Health Department is sponsoring a free Green Roof Workshop as a kick-off to St. Clair County’s first annual River Day celebration. Mike Monterusso, Xero Flor America, LLC, who helped design the world’s largest green roof at the Detroit Ford Rouge Plant will present information about these unique roofs both in the classroom and while he installs a small residential roof in Port Huron.
The workshop begins with a presentation at 4:00 P.M. in room 150 of the M-Tec building, located on the St. Clair County Community College campus. After the classroom presentation, participants will travel a short distance to a local Port Huron residence to see the installation of St. Clair County’s first green roof.  
To learn more about this workshop or forty other events planned for River Day visit the St. Clair County Health Department’s Storm Water Program website at www.stclaircountystormwater.org or contact Kristen O’Reilly, St. Clair County Health Department at (810) 987-5306 or koreilly@hd.stclaircounty.org.  
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